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Pure Politics £l

Congress Moves EC
Against ED, Avoids
Complaining About

Free Ration Timing

2

Tai

AS OUTLINED BY SC ORDER

Cab Secy Holds Meet With States,
Ministries on NCR Air Emergency

Anubhuti.Vishnoi
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Union Cabinet Se-
cretary called an urgent meeting on
Wednesday with stakeholder mini-
stries and state governments to dis-
cuss the steps needed for implemen-
tation of the directions issued by
the Supreme Court this week on the
airemergency in Delhi-NCR.

ET gathers that the Cabinet Secre-
tary held a full scale review of the
air pollutionscenario in Delhi-NCR
and called for strong action on all
fronts outlined by the SC order.

The meeting is learnt to have held
detailed deliberations on each of
thedirections issuedfor the Central
ministries and departments and

Our Political Bureau

New Delhi: The Congress delega-
tion finally got the much-awaited
appointment with the Election
Commission on Wednesday du-
ringwhich the party delegation ur-
ged the poll watchdog to prevent
the Enforcement Directorate (ED)
from its election-eve actions aga-
inst Chhattisgarh Chlo[ Mmlster

“the ED is acting as the election
agent of the BJP in Chhattisgarh
and is making unverified state-
mentsagainstourchief minister”.

After the PM attacked the Cong-
ress by saying that the main Oppo-
sition party was planning to comp-
lainabout theextension of thefree
ration scheme for the poor, AICC
communication in-charge, Jairam
Ramesh, who on Tuesday termed
the PM s announccmem of exten-

ing th

nments.

Recognizing the predominance of
paddy cultivation in Punjaband Ha-
ryana leading to burning of huge
amounts of paddy straw every year,
the Centre will closely be looking at
exploring a Minimum Support Pri-
cefor crops other than paddy. States
havebeen asked to examine ways to
phase out paddy cultivation and
swnch to alternate crops from next

The Centre will also examine ways
to promote m:uze culumnon hy in-

Bhupesh Baghelover
betting appand against thesonsof
Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot and
PCC chief Govind Singh Dotasra
over other cases. The Congress ur-
ged the EC to restrain ED in the
election-going states and alleged
that the central probe agency was
functioning like a BJP ally. Howe-
ver, a day after the AICC termed
the PM’s announcement of the ex-
tension of the free ration scheme
as a violation of the model code of
conduct and indicated that it wo-
uldmove the EC against it, the par-
ty was on the defensive after Modi
took on the Opposition party over
the scheme. The party quickly de-
nied any plan to petition the EC on
the extension of the scheme.
Maintaining that the ED state.
ments against Baghel were pohu-
cally motivated and i

mo-

del of code of conduct‘ denied any
complaint to the EC in this regard
and asked the PM for proof of his
charge. Singhvi also clarified that
the Congress has not complained
to the EC against the extension of
thescheme butlamented that whe-
never the Congress made such so-
cial welfare schemes, the PM used
to call them ‘revdis’ (freebies) but
himself projected such schemes as
socialuplifting programmes.

Meanwhile, AICC general secre-
tary KC Venugopal objected to Mo-
di terming party chief Mallikar-
jun Kharge as remote-controlled.
“PM Modihasinsulted ason of the
soil, the leader of our party, Malli-
kauunKhargeJl This isnotaloo-
se political statement, it is a con-
certed attack on al.l (husc who co-
me from

the principle of level playing ﬁcld
during elections, Congress leader
Abhishek Singhvi said, “We have
requested the ECtoput an immedi-
ate stop on the activities of the
‘election department’ of the BJP".
Party leader Tariq Anwar said,

butaim tosuceeed in publiclife. In
reality, PM Modicannot digest that
unlike his party’s fake claims of
social justice, it is only the Cong-
ress that is capable of democrati-
cally throwing up such towering

leaders,” Venugopal said.

It (high voter turnout) could /7

mean anything. | don't
think it indicates an inclina-
tion to vote for change. The
people here accord a lot of
importance to gov-
ernance while casting
their votes

Mizoram CM Zorai

Under the Congress
rule, the Kaka Kalelkar
Commission and the
Mandal Commission
recommended reser-

We have given Con-
gress a chance for
50 years, both here
and in the Centre,
you know the histo-
ry, how the

earlier Gov-
ernments
worked and
how the
BRS

1 works ‘
il Telangana (MK Chandrashekhar Rao

| am cautioning the public
about Congress and BJP be-

A

cent] pr

DETAILED DISCUSSION

The meetingis
learntto have
discussed each
of thedirectionsissued
for Central ministries
and state governments

On stubble management, the Cabi-
net Secretary held discussions on

AaA

lhc issue of joint funding models.

The apex court has suggested that
whilethe Centreshouldfund50% of

the cost of paddy stubble manage-
ment, Punjab government which
generates maximum paddy straw is
expected to pitch with 25% fiunding

and the remaining 25% by Delhi go-
vernment.

Data shared at the meet showed
that the AQI has stayed in the ‘seve-
re’ category in Delhi NCR since No-
vember 3 and also higher than in
2022, even as the number of stubble
fires reported are 36% lesser than
last year.

l.eﬂlenndary.

BJP Handing Over Job-generating
inthe past, the gover

pohcy is to hand over these compnnms to industrialists. She also

ment (IIM)and the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS)

the November 17 Madhya Pradesh assembly elections. “Congress

the country forward,” she said. “But it has become BJP's policy to

VIJAYVARGIVA LEADS BJP FIGHT IN THE NINE SEATS OF THE DISTRICT

No Dull Contests in Indore
Seats as BJP, Cong Slug it Out

RakeshMohan.Chaturvedi

@timesgroup.com

Indore: Though BJP has traditionally been strong in
the Malwa region, it did badly in 2018 where Congress

In Indore-2, Ramesh Mendola is the BJP candidate
contesting agamsl Chintamani Chintu of Congress.

Mendola, 62, has been winning this seat since 2008 and
BJP considers it a safe seat. Another BJP veteran and

nearly split th

hem

former got 33. Indore, which forms the heartof the

Malwa belt that is close to Maharashtra and is the
financial hub of Madhya Pradesh, has nine seats
and most of them are witnessing interesting con-

teststhis time.

BJP’sdecision tofield Kailash Vijayvargiya from
Indore-1, which is a tough seat for BJP, created a
buzzin the whole district. The party national gene-
ral secretary had been moved to the Centre alle-
gedly due to some friction with Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan. He did a good job as in-
charge of Haryana in 2014 Assembly elections and
later in West Bengal during the 2019 Lok Sabha

polls.

Vijayvargiya is contesting against Sanjay Shuk-
la, an influential businessman from Indore. The
BJP leader was close to Shukla’s father and has
known the family for decades. He has a clear edge
and hence is campaigning for other BJP candida-
tes in different parts of the state, along with run-

ninghis own campaign.

This is the seventh Vidhan Sabha election for Vi-
jayvargiya who won for the first time in1990. Since
then he has represented various constituencies of
Indore five more times. A bhajan singer-turned po-
litician, he became the first directly elected mayor

of Indore in 2000.

Sanjay Shukla's cousin, Rakesh Golu Shukla, has
been fielded from Indore-3, a seat that was repre-

former Indore mayor Malini Gaur is fighting to retain
the Indore-4 seat. She is pitted against Raja

Maxitum tasle
PSUs to Industralists: Priyanka
Bhopal: Congmss leader l’n)anka Gandhi Vadra on
1]
a her party at the Centre set up public sector underta
kings (PSUs) that provided jobs to youth, but the BJP's
Nehru's idea be-
hmd setting up msutunons like the Indian Institute of Manage-
wasto tak 'y forward. Gandhi Vadra:
election rally at Sanwer; around 30 km from Indore, days ahead of
brought [IM and big! Islike AITMS, and, Jal Nehru's
thought behind it was to set up such institutions which will take
hand over the government- -run compannzsto mdusmahstsand ta-
eout 'skitty,

‘BJP Asks Tribals to Shun English as
itdoesn’t Want Them to Dream Big’

Ambikapur: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on
Wednesday said the Bharatiya Janata Party calls
thetribals ‘vanvasi’ instead of ‘adivasi’asitdoesnot
want them to “dream big”. Speaking at a campaign
rally here ahead of the second phase of assembly polls in
Chhattisgarh, he also hit out at BJP leaders for asking the tri-
bals not to learn English while sending their own children to
English-medium schools. “BJP used the term ‘vanvasi’ (forest-
dweller) for adivasis. There is a huge difference between ‘van-
vasi'and ‘adivasi’. Youmust have seen the video wherea BJP le-
ader uri tribalman,"” the Congress leader said, refer-

niof theCongress.

ringtoan incident from the BJP-ruled Madhya Pradesh.

Keep evolving.
Keep growing.

From natural granite to the most beautiful quartz surfaces to
a new low crystalline silica series... the story continues.

EXTRACT OF UNAUDITID CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL KESULTS FOR THE QUARTER

& HALF YEAR ENDED 30th SEPTEMBER 202

% In Lakhs)

sented by Vijayvargiya's son Akash who has been S

deniedaticketas hisfather is contesting. While lo-
cals maintain Akash is popular and accessible to

Particulars

Quarter Ended Half Year Ended Year Ended

30.09.2023 30.09.2022 30.06.2023 30.09.2023 30.07.2022 31.03.2023

vation for the OBCs cause both have the masses, it is not likely to be a cakewalk for BJP (Unoudited)  (Unaudited)  (Unaudited)  (Unoudited) ~ (Uncudited)  {Audited)
=, 7 in this seat. “Had Akash himself been contesting, E
But the Congress did formed tlje gov Fa Wbl Hae Wo . saslividia o Hia ot e 1 Tolal Income from Operations 2045534 2175387 1647442 3692976  45911.39 7393203
e t act. Dalit: ernment in Mad- R constituency. However, Shuklamay find the going 2 Net Profit / [Loss) for the period (before Tax, 517809 337677 270828 788637 731715 909228
notact. Dalits, hya Pradesh but o toughdespit ingforhim,”alocal Excepional and/or Extraordinary items)
tribals and YA ACESL é # / businessman tOlde 3 Nt Profit / [Loss] for the period befors tax 517809 337677 270828 788637 731715 909228
0BCs lagged | the DlCtléT? of the {8 Indore-3 has a sizable Muslim population that {oher Excoptonal and/or Exroordinary fems]
poor and farmers backs Congress which has fielded Deepak Joshi, A
for years Fas ot changad sonof party veteran MaheshJoshi, who had lost to 4 Nt Profit / [Loss) for the period after lax 326972 240072 179219 506191 524976  6581.09
¢ Akash in 2018. With Mahesh Joshi having a good 5 Tokl Comprehensive Incoms for the p 329573 241813 1748.00 504373 5276.35 6611.19
‘\‘ ‘ | ‘ ‘ following in this constituency, the contest is being ﬁmpnsg%'mcrz/ Loss} for N;n peno? (u":sr
- i A L keenly watched though BJP seems to have an upp- ] and Other Comprehensive Income (affer
BSP supremo Mayawatl Il SP Chief Akhilesh Yadav erhand. tax]}
¢ = & Equity Share Copital 620,08 62008 620,08 62008 62008 62008
. 7 Resarves foxduding Rovaluation Resorvo) os - - - - : 5009493
NEVER LOST TOUCH WITH INDORE AND ITS PEOPLE’ shown in the Audied Bolance She of the
previous yeor
3 L] 8 "Eornings Per Share (of €2/~ each) (not
annuclized):
{al Basic 1055 7.74 578 16.33 16.93 21.23
{b) Dikoted" 10.55 774 578 16.33 16.53 2123
| 1 /as Queshoned ASkS ‘ / J(ll))va’-gl‘ya Standalone Financial information of the Company, pursuant o regulation 47{1})(b}:- (% In Lakhs)
S. Particulars. Quarter Ended Halt Year Ended Yeor Ended
No.
R k hasohan.chati & man bhakti is fake; they are inpowerfori8years,therewasa duringhistenure,said whoshe- 30.09.2023 30.09.2022 30062023 30.09.2023 30.09.2022 31.03.2023
akeshMohan.Chaturve: Chunavi Hindus (espousing view —1won'tsay anti-incum-  uld be the next chief minister is " i i 7 " %
@timesgroup.com Hindu faith duringpolls)”. bency — that we have been avo- for the party to decide. He was ioeiedy] [ | Uhediod st | o) Epucti)
Kamal Nath has installed an und for so long. But that is over  seen as the number two in Shiv- 1 Tofol Income from Operations 1499.97 156466 174813 324810 364005  6419.67
Indore: BJP national general impressive idol of Lord Hanu- now and people want to forma  raj Singh Chouhan’s cabinet at 2 Profit Before Tax 81.35 12083 (49.75) 31.60 20054 2326
secretary and former Madhya man in th d has profes- BJP again,”hetold one point. 1,10 13E10 = = — —
Pradesh minister Kailash Vija- - sed his reverence for the Hindu I:J‘ Asked aboul lhe movetofi-  “I do not think about t.hese 3 Proft Affer Tox : % 13324 : b 4
yvargiva has raised dout thingsa: beta-

od on.
Vuayvarglya who was asur-

Nath’s

ut Congress leader Kamal :und rom I.nk babha lles byBJP
to Lord Hanu- for in Madhya Pradesh, he said,
man and his soft-Hindutva as hehad moved oul to mnoml “What we have learnt in BJP is
toknow why polit ck,ex- that when the party takesadeci-

plan

the fonncl MP chief mini-
ster, who was ousted from
thepost by thesaffron par-

ming to power in 2018, did
notspeakout when an affi-
davitwasfiled in theSu. 4
preme Court guestio-
ning Lord Ram’s
existence.

In an intervi-
ew to BT, Vijay-
vargiyasaid,“I
haveasked Ka- |
mal Nath in
the past tooas
to where he
was  when
the affidavit
was filed in the
Supreme  Court
that Lord Ram is
mythical, Ram
Charit Manas is
just a novel, Ha-

vit. This Hanu-

pmssed conﬁdence that
his party will win anot-
herterminMadhyaPra-
desh despite being in
= power for 18 years, due

buts.”

of the Centre and the
", stategovernment.

W\ He accepted that

there was a view

till recently that

since BJP has

been in po-

wer for 18 ye-

ars,  there

may be some

fatigue

among voters.

“It is true that
_ sinceourpar-

& ty has been

sion or gives you an order, you
accept it. There are no ifs and

He insisted that he never lost
touch with Indore and its peo-
ple. “My contact with MP and
Indore has continued to be the-
re.Ispend my Saturday-Sunday
inthestate. Ihave worked for the
development of Indore. People
here feel 'he is a hard working
person'’. Till now, [used to think
of central leadership and plan
for it. But since my candidature
was announced, 1 have started
thinkingand planning about In-
dore,” hesaid.

Vijayvargiva, who was in-
charge of West Bengal and Ha-
ryana earlier, and BJP did well
in elections in these two states

KAILASH VIJAYVARGIYA

BJP national general secretary

What we have learntin BJP is that
when theparty takes a decision or
givesyouan order, you acceptit.
Therearenoifsand buts

ken by Lhc party. We havc inter-
nal democracy in the party
First, the leader will be chosen
by the legislature party and
then the parliamentary board
will put its seal on who is tobeco-
meCM,” he said. He denied that
fielding three union ministers
and four MPssent thesignal that
BJP isona weak wicket in these
polls. “Itis forapolitical party to
chalk out a palitical strategy. It
decides how it can vanquish its
opponents,” hesaid.

Vijayvargiya dismissed sug-
gestion of people being unhap-
py with the way the Kamal Nath-
led government was toppled
with JyotiradityaScindia's help.
BJP will win these elections due
to the goodwill generated by the
welfare schemes, the BJP leader
said. “Congress had got around
6 lakh votes less than us in 2018
but got more seats. When we lo-
ok at the number of beneficiari-
es of Garib Kalyan schemes, it
comes toaround 1.70 crore. If we
add the PM Awas Yojana benefi-
claries, the figure would be 2.50
crove. If even 1.50 crore of these
beneficiaries vote for us, we will
form a government with two-
third majority," he said.
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Keep evolving.
Keep growing.

From natural granite to the most beautiful quariz surfaces to
a new low crystalline silica series... the story confinues.
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